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Goose Creek CISD schools took 
the plunge into summer at Pirates 
Bay Water Park for end of  the year 
celebrations.

On the cover are Highlands Junior 
School students Jacobo Verdusco 
and Sergio Envisioned riding the 
Boomerango water slide.

The park is located at 5300 East 
Road and is open Mon.-Thurs. from 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. and Fri.-Sat. from 10 
a.m-7 p.m. Season passes start at $95 
for Baytown residents and general 
admission starts at $15 for children and 
$20 for adults. 281-422-1151

www.baytown.org/piratesbay
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Summer will officially begin June 21 and we 
have a sneak peek for you. Pirates Bay Waterpark 
is back with fun for all ages as you can see in the 
cover photo by Preslie Cox and photo collage, 
page 36. 

Lee College and Baytown Little Theater bring 
summer entertainment at the Performing Arts 
Center with Man of  La Mancha and The Wizard 
of  Oz. See pages 4-5.

You can read about the inspiring unexpected 
journey of  Shay Hollingshead who overcame 
life-threatening injuries in order to help others.
Bronze Star Recipient, Veteran Clarence Lenz 
tells his story of  World War II to Matt Hollis on 
page 10.

Stacy Parent reminds us of  America the 
Beautiful from the vantage point of  the Grand 
Tetons in Wyoming.

An inspiring prayer walk keeps growing and 
this year had 170 walkers and nine finishers. They 
covered the city while striving to finish the 40-mile 
walk. See page 16.

Learn 10 things you didn’t 
know about ExxonMobil Public 
& Government Affairs Advisor 
Connie Tilton. 

Baytown police officers, 
both retired and active, recently 
got together in Huntsville to 
reminisce, page 26.

Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital’s expansion 
is stirring everyone’s curiosity. 
Find out the latest details from 
the Society of  Leading Medicine 

on page 28.
David Berkowitz continues “The Baytown 

Project, shining the light on Baytown, one person 
at a time.” Everyone has a story and Berkowitz 
captures some unique moments, pages 30-32.
Former Barbers Hill All-State softball player Lexi 
Stephens-Hagen catches up with Greater Baytown 
on page 34. We hope you enjoy the June edition of  
Greater Baytown.

Carol Skewes
Publisher
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Photo by Preslie Cox

Shop Local.
We thank our advertisers. 
Check them out. 

Houston Methodist Orthopedics & 
    Sports Medicine ...................................... 2
Carnes Engineering .................................... 6
Barbers Hill Bank ....................................... 6
Awards & Engraving .................................. 6
City of Baytown Parks & Recreation 
    July 4th Celebration ............................... 15
Physio Physical Therapy, Wellness, 
   Sports Medicine ....................................... 18
Bandelera ..................................................... 18
Patients ER .................................................. 21-24
Meet your Realtor ....................................... 33
Baytown Nissan .......................................... 35
MD Weight Loss & Skincare & Laser ...... 35
Lee College.................................................. 44



4 Greater Baytown June 2018

Summer musicals
Lee College Performing Arts Center By Mark Fleming

Two very different imaginative journeys into the world as it 
could be will come to life on the main stage at the Lee College 
Performing Arts Center this summer as both Lee College and 
Baytown Little Theater present musical classics: “Man of  La 
Mancha” from Lee College and “The Wizard of  Oz” from 
Baytown Little Theater.

“Man of  La Mancha” will be performed at 7:30 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday June 22, 23, 29 and 30 with a Sunday matinee 
performance at 2:30 p.m. Sunday, July 1. Tickets are $20. 
Students, Lee College faculty and staff  tickets are $10.

“The Wizard of  Oz” will be at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
Aug. 10, 11, 17 and 18, with Sunday matinee performances at 
2:30 p.m. Sunday Aug. 12 and 19. Tickets are $25.

Tickets for both shows are being sold by the Lee College 
Performing Arts Center. Call 281-425-6255 or go to www.lee.
edu/pac.

“Man of  La Mancha” is directed by Kim Martin, Lee College 
theater instructor.

“This play is an iconic classic,” he said, but is not performed as 
frequently as some other classic musicals.

“I think the themes that it emphasizes of  grace, hope and 
courage are very unique,” he said. “Its ideas of  idealism, of  
reaching for the best and looking for the best in others have 
always touched me.”

The story, Martin said, is of  Miguel Cervantes who is thrown 
in prison, charged with heresy. Facing threats from other 
prisoners as well as from the trial, he seeks to defend a precious 
manuscript he has with him.

He defends himself  by telling a story – the story of  Don 
Quixote. It’s a wild vision, Martin said, of  a knight, “several 
hundred years after knights actually roamed in Europe he 
becomes a knight and he goes about the countryside seeking to 
live up to the idealism of  knighthood and service and to right 
wrongs.”

Cervantes engages the other prisoners in acting out his story.
“The theater person in me loves that theatrical element of  the 

play,” Martin said. “You can touch people by engaging them in 
theater – in the acting out of  a story – which is what he does.”

One of  the other prisoners who figures prominently in the 
story is Aldonza, an angry and bitter prostitute.

“When he sees in her the beauty that no one else sees, and 
the grace and the purity that no one else sees, then that redeems 

Photos by Mark Fleming
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her. Simply be seeing in somebody the best that they are, he has 
inspired them to rise above the worst that they are.”

That is the “impossible dream” that he sings of  in the most 
familiar song from the show.

In the darkness of  the current day, Martin said, “We need 
someone to inspire us. Maybe Don Quixote is the person who 
can do that. Maybe the man of  La Mancha can make us see 
something better.”

While “Man of  La Mancha” may not be as familiar to 
audiences, the Baytown Little Theater musical "The Wizard of  
Oz" is part of  many people's childhood memories. Like “Man 
of  La Mancha,” though, it carries a message of  looking to see 
the unexpected in the ordinary.

Director Sam Estrada-Gorashko said “It’s a story that is 
magnificent in its telling, but really the main meaning is that you 
never need to look past the nose on your face to find out who or 
what you are, or what you need, or how you need to get it.”

“Right now I feel like our community needs a lighthearted 
show that kind of  pulls everybody together to get us all in one 
place.”

While “The Wizard of  Oz” has been brought to the stage in 

several different adaptations, Estrada-Gorashko said the version 
he is using is similar to the classic movie, including the music 
made popular by that production. It does, though, have some 
additional music not included in the movie.

While the storyline and music stay close to the movie version, 
Estrada-Gorashko is looking further afield for the look of  the 
show.

“We’re trying to incorporate elements of  all of  the Wizard of  
Oz works that have been done over the past 40 years.”

He said he is taking some visual aspects or dramatic aspects 
from the Broadway musical “Wicked,” from “Oz the Great and 
Powerful,” from “Return to Oz” and from L. Frank Baum’s 
other works. He said Baytown Little Theater most recently 
presented “The Wizard of  Oz” in 2005, and he will take a very 
different approach.

“We’re using the idea of  setting our show in a very steampunk 
manner to update it to 2018 while still telling the timeless tale 
that it is.”

One unique approach Estrada-Gorashko is taking is that the 
Kansas characters will not be played by the same actors as the 
Oz characters.

Aldonza, played by Amy Miller, finds that Miguel de Cervantes, played by David Gonzalez, sees something in her that even 
she is not aware of in the Lee College production of “Man of La Mancha,” one of two musicals coming to the Lee College 
Performing Arts Center stage this summer.
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Every month Chili's is features a Monthly 
Marg for their 2018 Margarita Madness. 
The Monthly Marg is $5 all day every day.

The Citrus Bomb Rita is the featured 
for June and is made with Lunazul Blanco 
Tequila, Deep Eddy Orange Vodka, and is 
garnished with lime and mandarin wedges.

Margarita Madness
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An Unexpected Journey
By Justa Lanie Garrett

On Oct. 19, 2012, Shay 
Hollingshead and his friend 
Shawn Williams were the 
victims of  a car collision at 
the intersection of  Garth and 
Rollingbrook. At 90 mph, 
Shannon Chauncey, who 
was on the run from police, 
slammed into Shay’s Ford 
Focus with a Ford F-150. 
Shay’s car traveled 50 yards and 
burst into flames. While Shay 
was removed from the car, 
the fire was too great for the 
first responders to even know 
Shawn was still inside. Shawn 
died on impact.

After Shay was life-flighted to 
Memorial Hermann Hospital, 
it was revealed that he’d 
suffered five fractures between 
vertebras, four broken ribs, a 
punctured and collapsed lung, 
a ruptured spleen, a hip broken 
in two places, his femur bone 
completely broken, and 2nd 
and 3rd degree burns on 10-
15% of  his body. 

His recovery was long and 
difficult, filled with pain and 
confusion. Communication was 
trying due to a tracheotomy. 
After coming out of  a month-
long medically-induced 
coma, he had to blink once 
for yes, and twice for no. 
He didn’t know why he was 
in the hospital. His parents 
withheld the fact that Shawn 
had died to protect Shay in 
an already fragile situation. It 
wasn’t until Shawn’s parents 

visited that he found out. 
Shay didn’t sleep that night. 
He says he cried “like a child 
cries,” uncontrollably, without 
remorse. 

For a couple weeks following, 
Shay “fell into a depression.” “I 
just wanted out. The pain was 
unbearable.” But it was thanks 
to a friend’s visit and the gift 
of  a coin with the words “with 
God, anything is possible,” 
that he knew he had to fight. 
Though he had months of  
recovery ahead of  him, his 
success was built on what he 
says was the, “prospect of  a 
better day.”

And little by little, Shay 
has reached that better day. 
He’s gained his associates of  
science degree from Lone 
Star College in Kingwood and 
on May 12 graduated from 
the Harris Health System’s 
School of  Diagnostic Medical 
Imaging with a certificate to be 
a radiologic technologist. He 
plans to pursue a bachelor’s 
and master’s to eventually be in 
the administrative side of  the 
field. He’s currently an operator 
at Ben Taub Hospital, a job he 
says is “busy and fast-paced.” 
He plans to move back home 
to Crosby and will try to attain 
a job at LBJ Hospital, but only 
part-time because he needs to 
get back to gaining strength.

Like any 22-year-old, Shay 
wants to enjoy this world. 
Having been raised by a 

Shay and his sister Amanda Hollingshead
Photo courtesy of Harris Health System

Shay Hollingshead stands at the site of the car accident 
he was involved in nearly six years ago.

Photo by Preslie Cox

Tragedy & Triumph
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Photo by Preslie Cox

mother who was a gate agent for United 
Airlines, Shay got to travel quite a bit. From 
Bangkok to Canada, Hawaii to Alaska, 
traveling was a big part of  his childhood. 
For his next adventure, he plans to visit the 
Phi Phi Islands in Thailand. He also enjoys 
spending time outdoors and looks forward 
to four-wheeling the mud parks in Crosby. 
One day, he hopes to start a family.

The accident, while a part of  Shay’s 
story, does not define him because of  
the perspective he’s gained. He’s grateful 
for the small things. “I couldn’t brush my 
teeth for four or five months,” he says. 
Someone else had to do it for him. After 
his wreck, he knew he, “really wanted to 
do something to help others.”  A particular 
memory comes to mind for him; a night 
in clinicals. He was in the interventional 
radiology department. A man was there 
because he had a blood clot in his lungs. 
For some reason, the man couldn’t speak. 
After his scans, he began waving his arms 
and acting strange. Everyone tried to 
figure out what he wanted but couldn’t 
calm him down. Shay stepped in because 
he understood the man simply wanted to 
know what was wrong with him. Because 
of  his experience, Shay connected with the 
man and brought him comfort.

For Shay, the month of  June brings a 
graduation celebration and many prospects 
for a fulfilling future. He says he wasn’t 
always the go-getter type, but the accident 
played a major role in his maturity. “I see 
what I want and go for it.” And that’s 
exactly what he’s doing.
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When Clarence Lenz was 
serving in the U.S. Army 
during World War II, he saw 
two historical occurrences 
that have been ingrained in 
the minds of  anyone who has 
read a history book: raising 
of  the flag at Iwo Jima, and 
seeing the Enola Gay, before 
it dropped the atom bomb on 
Hiroshima.

The dual-Bronze Star 
winner entered the war in 
1943 at the age of  23. Born 
and raised in Laverne, Texas, 
which is close to Seguin, Lenz 
grew up on a farm. He was 
from a German community 
and, in fact, did not speak 
a word of  English until he 
began to go to school. 

After going through basic 
training, Lenz was put on a 
ship and sailed for 15 days 
until they reached the island 
of  Iwo Jima. 

“I might have been scared a 
little bit,” Lenz said. “But the 
boats left us on the island (at 
night) and then we had to dig 
some foxholes. The first night, 
we couldn’t dig them because 
Japanese airplanes came over 
and bombed that place. We 
hid behind rocks. But the 
Japanese didn’t stay very long 
because the U.S. had planes up 
there and chased them off.”

Lenz, who was a Technician 
Fifth Grade in Company C, 

147th Infantry, said they had 
to dig foxholes while being 
bombed by the Japanese. 

While fighting on the island 
of  Iwo Jima, Lenz said he 
took over a machine gun after 
a friend of  his was killed. His 
dead friend was lying over 
the gun, and he moved him 
out of  the way and began 
shooting at enemy forces. 

“I had a flamethrower, 
too,” Lenz said. “I aimed the 
fire in the Japanese pillboxes. 
That got them out of  there. 
They had a window they shot 
out of, and I directed my 
flamethrower in there. I got a 
Bronze Star for it.”

Lenz said at night, they 
put out trip wires, so when 
the Japanese soldiers tripped 
them, it turned on some lights.

“Then we could see them, 
and we started shooting,” 
Lenz said.

After 15 days of  fighting 
on Iwo Jima, Lenz said there 
wasn’t a tree standing. 

“I had a whole bunch of  
guns,” he said. “An M-1 rifle, 
a machine gun and a bazooka. 
I carried them along with a 
flamethrower. The U.S. came 
in from both sides of  the 
islands, and the Japanese had 
nowhere to go.” 

Before he left Iwo Jima, 
Lenz said he saw the famous 
American flag raising, which is 

World War II vet witnessed history
By Matt Hollis

Clarence Lenz holds a portrait of himself when he served in 
the U.S. Army.

Photos by Matt Hollis

Recalling trek through Pacific theater
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now immortalized in photos and statues, with his own eyes. 
“When I saw it, I thought it was time to go home,” Lenz said. 

“But, we had to go to a couple of  more islands.” 
Then, he was shipped to Okinawa and then Guam after that.
“I got a  Star for Okinawa and one for Iwo Jima,” Lenz said. 

“I fought on Okinawa. They were dug in. All those islands look 
pretty good now. But then, when we landed on the beach, they 
would fire on us. But instinct, guts and courage kept us going. It 
was kill or be killed.” 

Lenz was also on the island of  Tinian when he saw another 
glimpse of  history – the Enola Gay, the famous B-29 
Superfortress bomber that would be the plane that dropped the 
atom bomb on Hiroshima in August 1945. 

When the war was about over, Lenz was ordered to watch over 
Japanese prisoners on Okinawa. 

“They didn’t cause any trouble,” he said. “They didn’t think 
they would be treated well, but they were.” 

Lenz and his fellow soldiers finally made it to the island of  
New Caledonia where they rested.

“We were exhausted,” he said. “We had been fighting for our 
lives and didn’t have time to think. We were just doing what we 
had to do.” 

While on New Caledonia, Lenz said he drove a bus and 
transported others when they went on leave. 

After serving in the war, Lenz went to North Houston in 
1946. 

“When I got out, I went to San Antonio first, got on a farm 
and drove a tractor,” he said. “One time, I thought I had the 
mules and went right through the fence.”

Lenz said he was welcomed when he came back from the war.  
“People were happy that I had come back,” he said. “Alive, 

that is.”
Lenz is also of  German descent. 
“When I came back home, there were a lot of  German people 

there, but after the war everything was Ok,” he said. “I got some 
brother-in-laws close to Seguin, on a 200-acre farm and they 
raise cattle.”

After returning home, Lenz began to work for Baker Oil 
Tools, where he stayed for the next 50 years. 

He then coached for Little League kids in North Houston.
“I managed them for a long time,” he said. “We had first place, 

and went all the way to Shelton, West Virginia.”
Lenz coached until he was 63 years old.  
One time, Lenz was playing in a baseball game and made a 

spectacular catch. It also caught the eye of  a member of  the 
audience, his future wife. Mildred.  

“I was coaching when I met Mildred through a baseball team,” 
he said. “I made a good catch in left field and that was it. She 
wanted to meet me when she saw that. We went together for a 
little while and got married. My brother-in-law was at the game. 

(Mildred) told him I want to see that guy who made that catch. 
Well, that was a good catch all right.” 

Lenz was married to Mildred for over 65 years, having two 
children, Ted and Nancy. Mildred died in 2017. 

Lenz’s grandson, Joey, is a Private First Class in the U.S. 
Marines.  

With the military running so deep in his family, Lenz retains a 
strong sense of  pride for serving his country. 

“I think people ought to respect their country,” Lenz said. 
“People should remember what WWII was, but a lot of  them 
don’t. You really have to fight to enjoy the freedoms we have. 
They don’t think they could go through something like that, but 
they could. At that time the attitude was that if  your country 
calls on you, you went. There was no arguing. There was a lot of  
pride in being an American.”

Lenz recalled his friend he lost in Iwo Jima. 
“He was a good friend and was killed in the same foxhole I 

was in. We went through the same things together,” Lenz said. 
“He gave his life for us.”

A framed portrait of Clarence Lenz from WWII
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There are treasures that lie in a land 
far from here – a place where plains give 
way to majestic mountains and waterfalls 
thunder down mountainsides, wild and free. 
I discovered such wonders in a place called 
Wyoming. It is there I truly understood 
not only the lyrics in the anthem “America 
the Beautiful” but the heart of  the author, 
Katharine Lee Bates, as well:

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of  grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain!
Wanderlust is a family heirloom, and it led us to the Jackson 

Hole Airport, where the Grand Tetons rose into the clouds 
from which we had just descended. Indeed, we were in heaven 
on earth.

From there we drove to Jackson Lake Lodge in Moran, where 
the large lobby windows frame the Grand Tetons in a view 
made of  dreams. 

They beckoned us to come closer, and we would later answer 
that call, hiking up to the wonder that is named Hidden Falls. 
The falls are a secret kept by the trees and whispered on the 
wind. We sought that secret, and it was found. I could feel 
the waterfall’s cold breath on my skin as it crashed down the 
mountain with a mighty roar, powered by snowmelt from the 
peaks above. The water rushed to the lake below as a lover to 
his love, and it was there I felt the true force of  nature for the 
first time.

America the
Beautiful

By Stacy Parent

The Grand Tetons as viewed from the terrace at 
Jackson Lake Lodge in Moran, Wyoming

Continued on page 14



The earth is a wonder and so is her 
sister, the sky. When evening comes, the 
sky wears diamonds upon her wrists and 
in her hair. I saw them myself  when my 
husband and I looked up at the skies 
above the back terrace at the lodge. In 
all my travels, I had never seen so many 
stars, nor a velvet sky so black. Our 
gaze plunged the depths of  the heavens, 
graced by stars near and far. Entranced, 
I lingered there. I can still feel the wind 
caressing my hair and smell the trees that 
stood beyond the terrace; and I can still 
see the Tetons, silent and commanding 
even in the darkness. 

We then drove to an outlook a short 
distance from the lodge and lifted our 
eyes once more. There, my husband 
found what he sought – the Milky Way in 
all its glory, splashed across the sky.

1 Corinthians 13:12 says, “For now we 
see through a glass, darkly; but then face 
to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known.”

On that dark Wyoming night, I beheld 
the heavens; and I will never forget her 
face.

With stars in my eyes, I once grasped 
the wind. I walked upon mountains 
and felt a waterfall’s breath on my skin. 
My soul grows still in the presence of  
such lands – unpierced by man’s light 
and unmarked by his hand. There my 
wanderlust settles, for I am home. 

Stacy Parent is a lifelong resident of  Baytown.
The Milky Way twinkles in the sky above 
Signal Mountain in Moran, Wyoming.

(above) The author’s husband, Thomas, stands in awe of the rushing water 
flowing down from Hidden Falls in Grand Teton National Park.

Photos by Stacy Parent

From page 13
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A walk of prayer for Baytown
By Christopher James

For the past four years, Pastor Kevin Kleinhenz of  Living 
Hope Church has led a city-wide prayer walk that spans 40 miles 
and takes about 11 hours to fully complete.

Not everyone who embarks on this journey completes it. 
Actually only a small number actual do, but finishing all 40 miles 
isn’t the goal. The goal of  Cover the City Prayer Walk — one of  
the nation’s longest one-day prayer walks — is to pray for the 
needs of  Baytown, it’s about challenging yourself  spiritually and 
physically, and it’s about fellowship.   

But every journey has a beginning, and for Cover the City 
Prayer Walk it started with the book “The Circle Maker”— a 
spiritual book about the power of  drawing prayer circles. In the 
book, Mark Batterson talks about doing a five-mile prayer walk 
around Washington, D.C. 

Days after reading “The Circle Maker,” Kleinhenz felt God’s 
calling while at a prayer walk at the Highlands reservoir.

“While I was out there in prayer, I was thinking the Lord 
wanted us to do a prayer walk in Baytown so I just started 

drawing the circle in my mind and I just kept feeling like the 
Lord said bigger, bigger,” Kleinhenz said. “I finally came up with 
this circle in my mind and I didn't know how big would it be. I 
knew it would be big, but when I got back and put it on Google 
maps, it was almost 40 miles, which is a significant number in 
biblical terms.”  

Like the 40 years Moses spent in Egypt or the 40 years he 
spent wandering in the wilderness, the “Cover The City Prayer 
Walk” is a challenge. Members of  Living Hope even have a 
motto, “As He walks for me I can walk for Him.” 

“How bad did He hurt carrying the cross,” Kleinhenz asks. 
“When I'm walking, I'm not bleeding. God was bleeding. 
I haven't been beaten. God was beaten. So there's a little 
identification I guess that comes, and I think sometimes when 
you're in pain, you go somewhere else, you go to another place.” 

Since the first prayer walk in 2015, the event has grown every 
year. With about 30 participants in year one and only Kleinhenz 
completing all 40 miles, the participation doubled in 2016 with 

Kenneth Thomas and Maria Pina

Rebekah Kleinhenz

Herbert and Vickie Lewis

Monica Vaca (left) and Melody Fuentes

Julius Simien (left) and Anthony ZunigaPhotos by Preslie Cox

Encircling Baytown with show of unity



five people finishing the entire course. In 
year three they had about 75 walkers and 
eight finishers. This year, they had close to 
170 walkers and nine finishers. 

 “This year was the year that it really 
became a community church event, as the 
majority of  walkers were not from our 
church,” said Kleinhenz. 

About eight area churches participated 
in this year’s prayer walk and provided 
support tents and participants. 

In addition to the large turnout, walkers 
worked together to carry a 12-foot 
wooden cross as far as they could. 

“That was a big thing because it's the 
first year we've ever done that,” Kleinhenz 
said. “And it's a heavy cross. It has a wheel 
on it, but it's really heavy.” 

When it got to mile 5, Kleinhenz was 
proud and thought next year maybe 
they would carry it to mile 10. But a 
determined group of  men, women 
and kids, which included a woman in a 
wheelchair, ended up carrying the cross 
for a total of  20 miles. 

“It’s a spiritual experience,” said 
Kleinhenz. “And I think that's why 
that lady in that wheelchair wanted an 
opportunity to carry that cross.”

By the end of  the walk, 170 walkers 
helped cover Baytown in prayer with a 
showing of  unity.  

“It's a community vision and I believe, 
I've been in Baytown 19 years, and I feel 
that this event has the greatest potential 
to show the unity of  the churches here 
in this city,” Kleinhenz said. “And we’re 
surrounding every major plant in Baytown 
with this circle. Almost the entire city 
limits of  Baytown is covered in this 
circle.” 

Kleinhenz said Cover the City Prayer 
Walk will be a catalyst for many other 
cities in the years to come. In the future, 
he believes thousands, instead of  
hundreds, will take the journey. 

The Cover the City Prayer Walk is on 
the first Saturday in May.  

www.CovertheCity.com.
Submitted Photos

17Greater Baytown June 2018



18Greater Baytown June 2018

(281) 573-3339  | 7532 FM 3180 | Baytown, Texas 77523
Mon-Fri:  9:30am-5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm

PHYSICAL THERAPY • WELLNESS • SPORTS MEDICINE • INDUSTRIAL 

Now Serving Two Locations

The Preferred Provider of  Outpatient Physical Therapy Services Since 1999

w w w. p h y s i o s t a f f . c o m

9235 Highway 146 North
Mont Belvieu, Texas 77523

Phone: 832-307-7966

3818 Decker Drive
Baytown, Texas 77520
Phone: 281-424-7557

SERVICES OFFERED:

• Physical Therapy

• Health & Wellness

• Sports Medicine

• Industrial Therapy

• Dry Needling & Cupping



Complete your collection with these fun 
Funko Pop collectibles. You can find these at 
Allstar Comics in Bay Plaza.

Have your child cruise 
the beach in style with 
this adorable, yet stylish 
swimwear. Pair these 
with Native Shoes and 
they are good to go. 
Available at Bo Peep 
Shoppe in Bay Plaza.

Add these pool noodles to you pool 
toy collection this summer. Available 
at Walmart.

Adorable boy's 
summer outfits.
Available at 
Bo Peep Shoppe 
in Bay Plaza.

Host a cool summer party 
with these awesome 
accessories from Haute 
Stuff, located on Massey 
Tompkins.

Dress your little man up in the latest styles 
Bayou Baby
9855 Eagle Drive, Mont Belvieu
281-576-0188

Decorate the beach 
house with these 
Skinny Life cactus 
candles available 
at Haute Stuff on 
Massey Tompkins
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See more Sun Picks on Page 35!

With this 
summer outfit, 

all you need 
is the perfect 

lunch date. 
Available at 

Cato Fashions.

Have fun at your pool parties 
this summer with some 
cool floats! Available at 
Walgreens.

Let her be the life of the pool party 
with Aqua Splash 2 in 1 Mermaid Fins. 
Available at Walgreens.

Protect your skin from the 
rays with Banana Boat 
sunscreen and stylish 
beach towels. Available 
at Target.

Travel in style 
this summer 
with Upright 
Rockland 
Luggage from 
Marshalls.

Float the river in style with a fun, river 
float. Available at Academy.

Let Dad cook for you this 
summer on this Traeger Pro 
Series 34 Pellet Grill from 
Fischers Hardware.



BettER care. 
ClosER to home.

Fast, expert care for individuals and families
in a home-like environment.

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Locally owned and operated.
Patients Emergency Room is a Free Standing,
Full Service EMERGENCY facility open 24 hrs, 
7 days a week to treat ALL Emergencies.
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Chelsea Clynes is a registrar at Patients Emergency Room. Chelsea has been with 
Patients since the beginning of 2018. She was born and raised in Baytown, Texas, 
and graduated from Barbers Hill in 2002. Chelsea received her Bachelor of Science 
degree from Stephen F. Austin State University in 2006. Chelsea found her calling in 
healthcare when she moved back to Baytown in 2009 with her husband of 11 years, 
Steven, and their twin sons, Alexander and Nicholas.

“I love being able to give back and work in a community that has always been my 
home. I love working with my fellow co-workers to provide the best care to our 
patients.”

When not working, Chelsea enjoys spending time with her family, and discussing 
Valerie Bertinelli with Dr. Shaikh. 

Fanta
Aileen Jones, R.N., BSN

Chelsea Clynes, Registrar

Meet our
Aileen Jones is a Registered Nurse at Patients Emergency Room. She grew up in 
Seabrook, TX, and graduated from Clear Lake High School in 2005. She graduated 
from Lee college in 2011 with her Associates in Nursing and went on to obtain her 
Bachelor of Nursing from UT Arlington shortly after. She knew she wanted to be 
a nurse pretty early on, but was unsure about what fi eld to start her career in until 
her fi rst Emergency Room clinical in nursing school. It was then she realized her 
passion for Emergency Medicine and dove right into learning as much as she 
could, as fast as she could. Her passion for patient care and helping others has 
only grown. Aileen became part of the Patients Emergency Room team in late 
2016 and feels like she has found her new home.

“Although I didn’t grow up in this community, my family and I have recently moved 
here and we truly feel the love. I’m so thankful I can give back and connect to our 
new community in this way. I love working for a privately owned facility that really 
treats its staff like family.”

When not at work, Aileen enjoys spending time with her husband, Josh, and their  
two-year-old daughter, Reese. “We love to just spend time at home, cook out and 
relax!”

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Dr. Ahmed Shaikh was born in Bethesda, Maryland.  He attended Rice 
University, where he earned a degree in English Literature.  He studied 
medicine at the University of Kansas, and completed his training in 
Emergency Medicine at Cornell University’s New York Methodist Hospital 
in Brooklyn.

Dr. Shaikh returned to Texas in 2008, where he worked as an attending 
physician in the Memorial Hermann system, and at a variety of freestanding 
emergency centers in the greater Houston area, from Tomball to Sugar Land.  
Dr. Shaikh enjoys working at Patients ER in Baytown because of the sense of 
family present among the staff, as well as the close relationship the facility 
has with the local community.

When not treating patients locally, Dr. Shaikh has participated in several 
volunteer medical missions in Africa, Pakistan, and Jordan.  He has been 
married for twelve years, and has two daughters in elementary school.  He is 
an avid skier and enjoys traveling with his family to South America and Asia.

stic Staff  . . .
Dr. Ahmed Shaikh

PH: (281) 576-0555
10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521



Located at the feeder road of
I-10 & 146

Fast, expert care for emergencies big and small. We’re here 24/7.
PH: (281) 576-0555 | 10133 Interstate 10 East, Baytown, Texas 77521

Thank you, Baytown, 
for voting us #1 Hometown ER AGAIN!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Thank you Bayttownn



1. I was born in Baytown and raised in Anahuac. I married a Baytown boy, so I’ve always 
lived in this area.  I’m proud of my deep roots here, as this gives me the passion to give 
back to the community that I love so dearly.  
2. I’ve been married for 27 years to my best friend, and I have two beautiful 
daughters.  My children are my greatest source of pride and sense of 
accomplishment.  My proudest moment has been when they both started 
college.  
3. Speaking of college, I first attended Lee College before advancing on to 
receive my MBA.  Lee College has a special place in my heart, and I gladly 
serve on the Lee College Foundation Board.
4. My faith is my driving force behind all that I do.  I play the piano and 
been in worship bands for as long as I can remember.  I love to write 
and play worship songs.  I currently attend Faith Family Church, and 
my family can always be found working at every service.  If I’m not on 
the stage singing or playing the keyboard, I can be found praying with 
someone, greeting families or holding the sweetest babies in the nursery. 
But what’s my favorite part of every Sunday?  Picking up my 5-year-old 
nephew for church.  He lights up when the Tilton Church Bus comes to 
pick him up. 
5. I love to travel with my family as we’ve been all over the country and 
a few places overseas.  Our favorite place to go is to the beach in Florida 
with my extended family. 
6. On one of our visits to Mexico, I was fascinated to watch the local 
women create the most beautiful pieces of jewelry by hand.  Since then, 
I’ve picked up the hobby of making handmade pieces from beads, wire 
and even recycled guitar and cello strings. 
7. I’ve worked for ExxonMobil for 25 years.  My career has given me 
opportunities to travel, meet dignitaries and give back to this community.  I’m 
active in Kiwanis and participate on several boards across Baytown to which I 
am humbled to serve our community.
8. My favorite pastimes include playing games with friends and family (any Rook 
players out there?), crafting and spending time with loved ones.
9. Yes, it’s true.  I’ve never mastered the art of cooking.  In fact, cooking for more than my family 
of four is very stressful. My favorite birthday present is always a home cooked meal by my brother 
or sisters!  
10. My hero in life is my niece Skylar.  Skylar was born with a rare muscle disease and spends most of 
her day in pain.  Even though she depends on a wheelchair for most of her mobility and has endured 
20 surgeries (most major), her positive attitude is an inspiration to me.  She’s taught me that it’s not the 
places we’ve been or the people we’ve met, but the grace in how we’ve lived along the way.  For that, I’m 
forever grateful.

10 things you 
didn’t know about 

Connie Tilton
ExxonMobil Public & Government Affairs Advisor
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By Christopher James

Police officers 
gather after 
decades of service

They were once considered Baytown’s finest and still are.  
But now, most of  these selfless men and women are enjoying 

life after law enforcement. For most, it had been decades since 
they had last seen one another, which made Baytown Police 
Department's reunion widely overdue. 

For the first time, Baytown officers from 1960 until now came 
together in Huntsville for a reunion that celebrated time on the 
force and time after. 

“The best thing was seeing old friends reunited. That was the 
best thing,” said former BPS Sgt. Bert Sims. “You saw a lot of  
gray hair and a lot of  bald heads but that sparkle in their eye, that 
comradery in their eye is burning as bright as ever.” 

About 40 former and current officers attended the reunion that 
included former Baytown police chiefs from the 1960s until now. 
Baytown Police Chiefs A. W. Henscey, Charles (T-Bone) Shaffer, 
Byron Jones and current Chief  Keith Dougherty were all in 
attendance. 

“It was heartwarming to see all my old friends and co-workers. 
It was fun to meet people that started before I did in 1982. I had 
heard their names before, but had not had the honor to meet 
them prior to this event,” said Dougherty. “I believe they had 
fun finding out about all the changes our department has been 
through and how they were the foundation that helped us evolve 
into one of  the top police departments in the state.” 

“It was truly my honor to be invited to say a few words,” he 
added. “I am looking forward to our next meeting. “  

During the reunion, officers were taken on a history lesson 
of  the department, looking back at the evolution of  the BPD 

From left are Keith Rowe, A. Wayne Henscey, 
and Byron Jones

Sandy Johnson (left) and Carolyn Stivender

Former Baytown Police Chiefs
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shoulder patches, the development of  
patrol vehicles — from a 1977 Chevy 
Nova to new Dodge, Chevy and Fords — 
that roam the streets.   

Famous cases that made headlines were 
also recollected, from the Zales jewelry 
heist from June 14, 1982, to Gene Sutton 
receiving the American Police Hall of  
fame Silver Star for bravery for arresting 
an armed robbery suspect of  the Citizen's 
Bank robbery in 1978.  

“I’ve been trying to search for a word 
to sum up the feeling of  seeing those 
guys and ‘wonderful’ doesn’t do it,” said 
Sims. “A lot of  guys and myself  included, 
actually got choked up a little bit. It was 
an overwhelming experience seeing these 
guys that you stood shoulder to shoulder 
with in good times and bad times, 
through fights, through shootings and 

whatever. It was just an overwhelming 
experience seeing them together.”  

Sims said it was like seeing a family 
member for the first time in 30 years, 
which could only be described as 
humbling. 

“You knew who it was when they 
walked in the door, even with all the 
wrinkles and gray hair,” said Sims. “You 
knew who that was and all memories just 
started flooding back when you worked 
with that particular person.”   

Former officers reminisced about 
the old days, talked about the new and 
enjoyed each other’s company. 

When it was all said and done, former 
Baytown officer’s asked, “When are we 
doing this again?”  

“There’s so much interest in having this 
annually,” said Sims. “So the second one 

we’re going to have tentatively May 18 of  
next year, and it will be there in Baytown 
at the Baytown Police Academy.” 

In addition to continuing the reunion, 
Sims says they're thinking about creating 
an association, which at this point is just 
an idea. 

The reunion was organized by a 
number of  former officers but was led by 
Sims and Don Armstrong. 

“Don’s wife Duska and my fiancé 
Barbara Hall were very supportive from 
day one when we had this idea,” said 
Sims. “Those two ladies were standing 
behind us supporting us; they were there 
to help set up and run it, and we couldn’t 
have done it without them.” 

1977 Chevy Nova Baytown Police Car

Guests at the Baytown Police Department Reunion

Bo Turner (left), Russell Liles, and Don 
Armstrong

Jimmie Cook (left), Martha Treloar, JJ 
Jackson, and A. Wayne Henscey

Bob Dabney (left), A. Wayne Henscey, 
and Bob Merchant Bobby Clement
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Houston Methodist San Jacinto 
Hospital held a reception Wednesday, May 
16 hosted by BDI Resources in Baytown 
for the first local meeting of  The Society 
for Leading Medicine. The event was 
called “Cocktails and Conversations”.

Hospital CEO David Bernard shared 
plans on the current expansion and 
thanked supporters and trustees. 

Bernard said, “This event is to share 
the excitement of  growth in our region. 
When our community grows, we grow.”

“The new Outpatient Center should 
open in January of  2019 and be a one-
stop-shop.

The first floor will house Outpatient 
Services, Laboratory Services, Imaging, 
Physical Therapy, Ambulatory Surgery, 
the home to Orthopedic and Sports 
Center and the Breast Center.”

The six-physician Primary Care Group 
and an Employee Gym and Wellness 
Center will be there too.

“The second floor includes a world-
class Center for Clinical Education and 
Training. We train nurses, pharmacists, 
lab techs and physicians. Here we will do 
didactic and skills-lab training. It will also 
be home to Occupational Therapy.”

The new, three-story addition in front 
of  the campus includes a brand new 
Emergency Room four times the size of  
the current ER. 

Bernard said, “It will be the most 
efficient, effective and safest ER in the 
nation.”

The second floor will be all brand new, 
private acute-care rooms.

The third floor will house our operating 
rooms and Neonatal ICU.

“This is a phenomenal addition to our 
campus. We are excited to announce a 
major expansion to our cancer center as 
well. No patient in our area should ever 

have to leave. This center will give you a 
chance to fight cancer and win here.”

Bernard added, “A brand new 
conference center will be complete in July 
2018 along with an entrance to the back 
of  the campus. These expansions come at 
a phenomenal time.”

Houston Methodist San Jacinto 
Hospital has been recognized by U.S. 
News & World Report as one of  the Best 
Regional Hospitals in America.

They are the third Houston Methodist 
hospital in the group of  seven to receive 
Magnet status for nursing care. Fewer 
than 8% of  hospitals nationwide receive 
this recognition. It is the highest level of  
recognition that any hospital can get in 
the United States for nursing excellence.

Among their many accolades is being 
named one of  the Best Large Employers 
for the last 15 years by Fortune and by 
Forbes.

Bernard said, “Our people make us who 
we are. Without them none of  this would 
be possible.”

Interim Chief  Medical Officer and 
Chief  Quality Officer Dr. Shawn Tittle 
updated guests on robotics innovations 
available to patients through Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto Hospital.

He started by saying, “Why do we have 
world-class medical here? The hospital 
exists because people in the immediate 
aftermath of  the destruction of  WWII 
who raised $1.5 million for this town to 
build this hospital.

“In that same vein, thanks to you, we 
have added the Faxitron Radio Frequency 
Localization within millimeters to 
identify breast cancer, Savi Scout, 3D 
Mammography with tomo and Affirm 
Biologic Prone Biopsy System.

“In Radiology, a new, faster, more 
precise nuclear medicine camera, 

and a sparkling new, state-of-the-art 
interventional radiology room, where a 
chemotherapeutic nuclear isotope called 
P90 can be delivered directly into the liver 
to treat previously untreatable metastatic 
cancers.

“In radiation therapy, chiller and UPS 
upgrades to our linear accelerator and new 
cutting edge radiation therapy software 
that secondarily confirms and validates 
radiation fields for improved precision.

“In Robotics, with the latest generation 
DaVinci surgical robot, Houston 
Methodist San Jacinto Hospital increased 
the number of  robotic assisted surgeries 
in Baytown by ten-fold.”

Dr. Tittle says they are on pace to 
quadruple that number in 2018.

He added, “The DNV, our accrediting 
body, visited us and found no non-
compliants.” This is very rare.

Dr. Tittle reiterated the theme that it 
is the people at Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital, and those that raise 
money to help fund it, that “continue this 
noble work and journey started 70 years 
ago.”

Community Resource Credit Union 
was recognized as the first corporate 
member at the event for contributing on 

Society for Leading Medicine
Houston Methodist San Jacinto Hospital hosts 'Cocktails & Conversations' at BDI Resources

By Carol Skewes
carol.skewes@baytownsun.com

photos by Carol Skewes

From left: Georgina Walker, Charles 
Cody, Betty Bailey-Hutto, 
Mary Hartman Cody and Michael Plato
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the “Crowning Achievement in Nursing” level. A 
conference room included in the expansion will be 
named for them. CRCU President & CEO David 
Frazier made a few comments on supporting the 
hospital, both through the Society and by sponsoring 
the Daisy Award monthly which also honors 
excellence in nursing.

R. D. Burnside spoke to guests from the 
perspective of  membership in The Society of  
Leading Medicine and explained his personal 
experience with the group.

There are many membership levels.
Programs and Opportunities for contributing to 

The Society of  Leading Medicine include: 
• Recognition on The Society website at 

houstonmethodist.org/thesociety
• Subscription to Houston Methodist Hospital 

Foundation Magazine, Newsletter and e-Newsletter
• Invitations to stewardship events such as: House 

Calls (an intimate evening of  dinner and conversation 
with renowned physicians and researchers); 
Leadership Grand Rounds (behind-the-scenes 
tour of  a leading academic medical center from 
the perspectives of  its physicians and researchers); 
Family events with Houston Methodist Partnership 
Organizations (Houston Methodist is the official 
health care provider of  the Houston Texans, 
Houston Astros, Houston Dynamo, Houston 
Grand Opera, Houston Ballet, Houston Symphony 
and Rice University Athletics); and

Membership Appreciation Events (special 
receptions featuring Houston Methodist’s 
renowned physicians and researchers and highlights 
of  the latest leading medicine advances.

• Facilitated Access to care at Houston Methodist
For more information, contact Amanda 

Harris at 832-667-5813 or email: abharris@
houstonmethodist.org.

Dr. Shawn 
Tittle, Thoracic 
Surgeon and 
Interim Chief 
Medical Officer 
and Chief 
Quality Officer 
for Houston 
Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital 
updates guests 
on the hospital’s 
robotics 
innovations at 
the first meeting 
of the Society for 
Leading Medicine.  From left are pictured Karla Opryshek, Chambers County 
Commissioner Rusty Senac, R. D. Burnside, Houston Methodist San Jacinto 
Hospital CEO David Bernard and Dr. Shawn Tittle.

From left: Myrna Baker, 
Jennifer Walsh of Covestro 
and Catherine Del Paggio

From left: Community Resource 
Credit Union President & CEO 
David Frazier, Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital Pharmacist 
and CRCU Chairman of the Board 
Randall Sanders, Candidate for Beach 
City Mayor Billy Combs, and David 
Bernard, CEO of Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital

From left: Sonya Cather, Sheila 
Crawford, Sherrill Santana and Suzanne 
Heinrich

Guests at "Cocktails and Conversations."
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David Berkowitz has been in the 
communications field for 40 years, including 
stops at The Baytown Sun and The University 
of  Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. 
Follow his work with The Baytown Project 
on Facebook and Instagram.

“When I was young, I would see 
newspaper ads for places like Walmart, 
Target and Kmart. And I would tell my 
mom, ‘I want to model for that. How can I 
do that?’ She was so busy working that she 
never had time to look into it. But it always 
stayed in the back of  my mind.

“Fast forward to me being married for 
over 10 years to a not-very-good guy. 
When we were going through the divorce, 
I remember the words that he said to me. 
I was told that I was never going to be anybody, that I was fat, that I was 
ugly, and that no other man was ever going to want me with four children. 

“That set the foundation for me wanting to prove him wrong. I told him, ‘I don’t know when and I don’t know how, but God is 
going to put me on a platform where I’m going to be able to look down on you like you looked down on me for all these years.’”

After working up her courage to attend acting school in Los Angeles, she began building her portfolio with appearances in print 
ads, TV commercials and short films.

“One of  the most special things I’ve done is appear in a series of  commercials for Disney. It was a magical experience. It’s 
something I was proud and excited to do for my girls. I want them to be strong. I want them to see that you can achieve whatever 
you want if  you set your mind to it. 

“Mommy was told that she couldn’t do this, she couldn’t do that. But that’s wrong. Mommy was able to leave an abusive 
relationship. Mommy was able to go do things that she was told she would never be able to do. So you can do that, too. 

“I can already see that my girls are go-getters also. They don’t take no for an answer.”

Angelica
Mercado

Angelica Mercado is signed with Pastorini-Bosby Talent Agency in Houston.
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James Winston

“I had a fascination with Egypt, so I took a course 
in Egyptology. I learned to read hieroglyphs. Then I 
had a fascination with bagpipes, so I took lessons and 
learned to play them. I marched in nearly every parade 
in St. Louis and all of  those little coal towns in Illinois. 
Every weekend in the summer, we were marching and 
playing. 

“One day, I asked the pastor why we have these 
inklings or desires to do something or why we dream 
about certain things. He said, we don’t really know 
what’s in the mind. We don’t know what genes are 

passed down. Well, according to my genealogy, there 
were pharaohs in the background. I also have Scottish 
in the background. So who knows. But it’s interesting 
to theorize.

“I have been fascinated by genealogy for more than 
40 years. It’s like a puzzle, trying to put together the 
details of  your family history. I like puzzles, especially 
the ones with tiny pieces where they’re all the same 
color. Like genealogy, it’s just a challenge, and it’s 
something you can do by yourself. I devote a lot of  
time to it.”

James Winston is president of the Baytown Genealogy Society.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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Samantha Rodriguez

“I met my husband online. We were friends through 
a social network. When we started talking on the 
phone, we had this connection. We didn’t struggle for 
words. It felt natural. This went on for about three 
months. Then I was like, ‘I’m going to come visit you.’ 

“So I booked a trip to Houston, and we got married 
the week I was there. I was young, barely 19. I was just 
living for the moment, and it felt right. I was kind of  
fearless back then. I just thought, this is my soulmate. 
It’s going to last. So we went for it. 

“But when I came back home, everyone thought I 
was crazy. My grandma was so mad. She was like, ‘I 
didn’t even get a slice of  cake or anything.’ 

“That first year was kind of  rough, waiting for my 
visa. Sometimes I would come here for a couple of  
weeks, and then he would go over there to see me. 
With work, it was difficult for him to visit. It was a 
stressful time because I was just waiting to start a new 
life in a new country. I’ve been here 10 years now.

“I used to wonder what I would have done if  I 
hadn’t gotten married and had my son so young. 
Would I have done a lot more in life? Did I miss out 
on having that time with my girlfriends and everything 
else? Now, looking back, I think I made the right 
choice. I’m glad things happened the way they did. I 
try not to have any regrets.”

Samantha Rodriguez is from Essex, near London, England.

The Baytown Project by David Berkowitz
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Cassandra 
Davenport

(281) 639-0763
REALTOR®

sandydaven@verizon.net

KRISHER-MCKAY INC. REALTORS

Certifi ed Residential Specialist
linda@krishermckay.com
www.krishermckay.com

281-451-1198
281-837-8373

1000 Massey Tompkins Rd
Baytown, TX 77521

Linda Krisher 
Broker/Owner

KRISHER 
McKAY 
Inc. REALTORS

281-839-3939
6316 Sjolander Road • Baytown www.batesbrinkleyrealty.com
BATES-BRINKLEY REALTY

Melanie
Wingate

(281) 380-2295
REALTOR®

melanie@batesbrinkleyrealty.com

BUYING OR SELLING? 
I CAN HELP YOU!!!

Karla Opryshek
Broker/Associate 

CRS, ABR, MRP, ASR, NHS, MCNE
281-433-2281

4500 North Main
kopryshek@cbunited.com

REAL ESTATE AGENT
Karla Opryshek 2017 - 2018

FIVE STAR
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By Michael Pineda

Lexi Stephens-Hagen was a member of  the first 
Barbers Hill softball team to go to state and earned 
All-State honors in the process. It set the stage for 
an impressive career at St. Edwards University that 
would land the infielder in two different halls of  
fame. 

Hagen lives in Louisiana, working as an oncology 
registered nurse and raising a family. She has also 
been busy in the past year receiving honors for 
a career that  in which she rewrote college and 
conference record books.

Hagen’s collegiate career spanned from 2008 to 
2011. During that time she competed in the NCAA 
D-II World Series in 2008 and had a tournament 
appearance in 2009. She graduated as the St. 
Edwards and Heartland Conference career hits 
leader, scoring leader and all-time batting average 
champion. She was first-team all-conference four 
times and the conference player of  the year twice. 

She was inducted into the Heartland Conference 
Hall of  Fame in March. The ceremony was held 
during halftime of  the championship game of  the 
conference women’s basketball tournament in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Hagen went with her best friend who 
was a teammate at St. Edwards.

“We had such a blast road tripping up there,” she 
said. “At the game, each inductee was introduced 
and then gave a short speech. It was very scary 
initially, but once I got up there, my emotions about 
my St. Edwards career and experience were so 
strong it was hard to keep it brief.”

Hagen said it was also a surprise to be inducted 
into the school hall of  fame and she was able to 
share it with her family and friends. 

The thing that stands out to her about playing 
college softball is the fun she had.

“Anytime I hear someone say they’re considering 
playing a college sport,” she said, “I can’t help but 
get excited about encouraging them to go for it and 
telling them it was some of  the best times of  my 

life. I really think that played a 
big part in my success. Through 
all the hard times and drama that 
comes with anything in life, I 
loved being on the softball field. 

“I had a pretty good high 
school career but at St. Edwards, 
I really came into my own. I felt invincible when 
I was out there. Add to that some friends and 
teammates and it’s hard not to have fun.”

In recalling her time at Barbers Hill, Hagen said 
friends and fun also stand out. 

“Individually, we were okay players but when we 
came together, we were something special,” she said. 
“We knew it took teamwork to get the job done 
and we all knew we could lean on each other. We 
also had an amazing coach and together we found 
success as the first softball team to make it to the 
state tournament and had 
a great time doing it. I am 
so lucky to have played 
softball at the highest level 
of  competition in high 
school and college and I 
miss it every day.”

Hagen lives near Lake 
Charles, Louisiana with her 
husband and one-year-old 
son along with a couple 
of  dogs and a cat. She is 
an Oncology Certified Registered Nurse and works 
in clinical trials research on the local hospital’s 
oncology floor and at a physical rehab hospital. 
Her husband is an operator at a plant and a hunting 
guide. They enjoy being outdoors and spending time 
with extended family.

“I give hitting lessons here and there to local 
girls,” she said. “Before getting pregnant, I played 
some coed slowpitch and hope to get back into that 
soon.”

Former Barbers Hill All-State 
softball player

Lexi Stephens-Hagen

Lexi Stephens-
Hagen was a 
member of the 
2017 St. Edwards 
University Athletic 
Hall of Fame class. 
From left, Simon 
Boyce, Hagen, 
Kendall Smashey 
and SEU athletic 
director Debbie 
Taylor.

Lexi Stephens-
Hagen (younger)
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5445 I-10 East | Baytown, TX 77521
Sales: (281) 837-3820 | Service: (866) 747-4608

Let us help 
you with your 

automotive needs!

Doggo can now come 
to the pool too, with 
this Life Vest by Top 
Paw. Available at 
PetSmart.

Have some summer crafting fun 
on the sidewalk with Crayola 
washable sidwalk chalk! Available 
at Target on Garth Rd.

Cool your drinks for any summer outing 
in style with a Yeti cooler! Available at 
Academy on Garth Rd.

www.mdweightlosscenter.com

It’s time to get serious 
about your health.

A medically supervised weight loss 
program may be just what 

the doctor ordered!

No insurance? No Problem!
Special Financing Available for 

Patients Without Insurance
Dr. Nguyen is board 
certifi ed in obesity 

medicine and 
internal medicine.

www.mdskincareandlaser.com

Facials • Hydrafacials • Photofacials  • Chemical Peels 
Laser Hair Removal • Body Contouring •  BOTOX/Xeomin

Eyelash Extensions

Come in today for a FREE skin analysis!

All procedures and treatments are performed by a Board Certifi ed 
Physician and Certifi ed Laser Technician/Esthetician. Se habla Español.anandd Certifi ed LasLaseer Techni acian/En/Essthetician. Se bhabla la

281-201-8243

wwwwww.mdmdskskinincacarereanandldlasaserer c.comom

222888111 222000111 8882244333

www dmd kskiincareandlldlaser com
3711 Garth Rd. Suite 160 | Baytown, TX 77521

D N i b d

ItIt’s’s timee toto g tet seriious

MDWeight Loss
Skincare & Laser



Summer fun at 
Pirates Bay 
Water Park
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1. Gabrielle Barber (left) and Callie Mohler  2. Jay Nelson and Ethan Tariq 3. Omar Moreno and 
Lilyanna Garcia 4. Jacobo Verdusco and Sergio Envisioned 5. Lauren Kinder 6. Emly Jozwiak and 
Moriah Shuttlesworth 7. Chase Hackett 8. Moriyah Barajas and Grace Abrego

1.

2.

3. 4.

5.

6. 7. 8.

Photos by Preslie Cox



United  Way of Greater Baytown 
& Chambers County

Photos by Preslie Cox and Carol Skewes

1.

2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

1. From left are Gretchen Knowles, 
Missy Malechek with WCCCC, Guido 
Persiani with Covestro and Baytown 
Area & Chambers County Disaster 
Recovery (BACCDR), Kim Johnson 
with FEMA, ExxonMobil’s Patti O’Neill, 
who is United Way Board President 
and Baytown Area Chambers County 
Disaster Recovery Chairperson, Traci 
Dillard with United Way, Carol Skewes 
with The Baytown Sun and Omar 
Aldabagh with American Red Cross 
2. Derek and Wanda Fraser 3. Preslie 
Cox with The Baytown Sun, Gretchen 
Knowles with Harris County Pct. 2 
Commissioner Jack Morman's office and 
Gail Kenny of Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital 4. Emily Russell and 
Zach Tillman with ExxonMobil 5. Guido 
Persiani, Jennifer Walsh and Michael 
Baker with Covestro 6. Traci Dillard and 
Guido Persiani 7. Comedian Brent Reed 
and Allegra McCallum 8. United Way 
CEO Melissa Reabold with Paula and 
Nick Jared
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Champagne Campaign

1. Blake Cather and Lynne Foley  2. Pam Warford, Kerri Hurlbut, Clarrissa Martinez, Dr. Christina Ponce, 
Sagan Adams and Mina Cruz 3. Suzanne Heinrich and Renea Dillon 4. Ron Haddox, Gary Englert, Kelly Regian 
and Judy Wheat 5. Pam Warford 6. Breanna Thomas, Linda Kelly and Kerri Hurlbut 7. Jennifer Marcontell, Judy 
Wheat and Nancy Mann 8. Dr. Dennis Brown, Susan Jackson, Kelley Start and Dr. Christina Ponce

1.

2.

3.

6.

8.7.

4.

Lee College Foundation kicks off celebration of  50 years of  service • May 10 at Community Bank of  Texas

5.

Photos by Preslie Cox
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1. Baytown Police Chief Keith Dougherty (left) and Steve Daniele with Seal 
Pac  2. From left are David Bernard with Houston Methodist San Jacinto 
Hospital, Bill Black with State Farm Insurance, Lee College President 
Dr. Dennis Brown, and Brandon Capetillo 3. Gary Englert (front) with 
Community Bank of Texas Clint Pipes (LWL) 4. Clint Pipes (LWL)

Baytown Chamber Golf Tournament

1.

2.

3.

4.



Baytown Youth Fair

Taylor Yarbrough and Rachel Currie

Breanna Moody and her grand 

champion goat

Natalie Howard

Carson Purswell

Haden Nugent holding one of his rabbits

Photos by Preslie Cox

Alida Rojas and Ace the lamb

(left photo) Unified 
Showmanship buddy 
Maddie Hall and athlete 
Crystal Wolfe

The Baytown Youth Fair and Livestock Show featured 
165 exhibitors in 2018. The Baytown Youth Fair is a 100 
percent self-funded nonprofit organization. In addition 
to maintaining the fairgrounds and providing the youth 
of  Baytown many opportunities with their livestock, the 
organization also offers valuable scholarships each year. 
http://baytownyouthfair.org.
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Cooper Smalley

Paige Rome

Unified Showmanship athlete, 
Chris Hines and buddy, 
Haley Nugent

Carson Purswell

Unified Showmanship buddy Cheyanne Mohler, athlete Jenny Jones, and event judge Jim Williams

(left photo) Grace Thomas

(right photo) Unified 
Showmanship buddy, 

Macy Farmer and 
athlete, Jared Minson

Haden Nugent and his pig, Dig
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Interact volunteer Mia 
Russell, greeter for the 
2018 Rotary Shrimp & 
Catfish Festival

Mike Auschenbrener 
and Lee Bates

Mari Martinez, Cesar Lopez, 
Jennifer Montoya, Priscilla 
Reyes and Anali Andrade

Nathaniel Hernancez, 
Patricia Chukwu, 
Manny Maitin and 
Emmanuel Almaguer 
of Interact

My Turner, Melanie 
Arredondo, Ashley 
Tullos and Stephanie 
Catchings (Ashley’s 
mother)

Brian Walenta, Cecilia 
Jimenez of Impact and 
Dr. Tom Kelchner

Heaven Taylor, 
Briana Wickliff, 
Jikahla Goode, 
Paula Torres and 
Karina Sanchez

Madison McDonnel 
and Edgar Rivera of 
Lee College Rotaract

Holly Hollingshead 
tells Jose Mendiola all 
about Flake the Corn 
Snake in the Wetlands 
Center booth at the 
Rotary Shrimp & Catfish 
Festival Saturday.

Martha Rainey of 
Communities in 
Schools and Assistant 
District 5890 Governor 
Nominee Scott Rainey 
with Cheryl Parker of 
Communities in Schools

2-1/2-year-old Gabriel 
Schmitz dances at the 
festival

Jenice 
Coffey 
and Al 
Richard

Camden WooleryLacee and Adelyn 
Schuman

Rotary Shrimp & Catfish Festival

Photos by Carol Skewes

held May 5 at Royal Purple Raceway



24 Under 40
Awards Ceremony • May 17 at the Baytown Community Building

Recognizing Leadership in Young Professionals

Photos by Preslie Cox

Back row from left are Lauren Lamb, Lindsey Baker, Lindsey 
Marek, Jay Garrett Jr., Nathan Watkins, Jacqueline Angela Bell, 
Jeremy Clements, Rachelle Dodson, and Donald Webster. Middle 
row from left are Aaron Rathbone, Victoria Marron, Gladys Pryor, 
Victoria Henye, Kri stin Kappler, Samuel Estrada Gorashko, 
and Lesley Kohles. Front row from left are Evan Yendell, Allison 
Korenek, Erika Foster, Annais Chavez, and Alma Perez. Not 
pictured were Sheila Martin, Jessica King, and Monet Shannon.

Pharmacist Alma Perez 
and her husband Fausto

Victoria Marron of Lee College, 

Lindsey Marek of GCCISD and 

Jennifer Walsh of Covestro

Garrett and Darrell Lamb, 

Cinie Angel, Lauren Lamb and 

Dana Lamb

Chambers County Sheriff's Offic Deputy Donald Webster 
and Dean West

Erika Foster of GCCISD 

Education Foundation and Carol 

Skewes of The Baytown Sun

Magan Gonzalez and Jay Garrett Jr. of A Life to Live



Email
wcplus@lee.edu

Call
832.556.4447

Online
www.lee.edu/weekend

Complete degree plans for working students

Graduate in 24 Months or Less
Advantages of Weekend College Plus

• Established Degree Plans

• Dedicated and guaranteed Weekend College 
Plus classes

• Cohort Learning Community that stay 
together from enrollment to graduation

• Designated class days and times

• Personal Completion Coach to assist in 
registration and � nancial assistance

• Enrolled students qualify to recieve 120 lbs. 
of food from Food for Change Scholarship

Information Sessions
Come to Rundell Hall at the Lee College Baytown 
Campus to learn more about Weekend College 
Plus.  You will have the opportunity to meet with 
Instructors and schedule an appointment with a 
college completion coach.

Monday, June 18, 6pm - 7pm

Thursday, June 21, 6pm - 7pm

Saturday, July 14,11am -12pm

Tuesday, July 17, 6pm - 7pm

Thursday, July 19, 6pm - 7pm

WEEKEND Programs
All courses are on Friday nights, Saturday mornings and 
Saturday afternoons

Associate of Arts (A.A.)

• General Studies: Transfer in Allied Health 

• General Studies: Social Science Concentration

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)

• Business Administration & Management 

• Computer and Network Maintenance Technology 

Certi� cate of Completion

• Welding Technology 

EVENING Programs
All courses are on Monday nights, Tuesday nights, and 
Wednesday nights.

Associate of Science (A.S.)

• Business (University Transfer degree)

Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.)

• Child Development 

Certi� cate of Completion

• Electrical Technology
(available at Lee College Education Center, South 
Liberty County) www.lee.edu/south-liberty/contact

Weekend College Plus is a unique program 
composed of web-enhanced, hybrid and online 
courses, allowing students to attend campus 
on a part-time schedule while being a full-time 
student.  Established certi� cate and degree plans 
and the course sequences keep students on target 
to complete their program in two years or less.


